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.oiai-CiC*. ,VO IdAOilMJ. &ANNU , 

J " :STAT2$ 'OF 1 AMERICA VS TAKEO WATANABE 


}r j'-u j,V ? Jy >/ .the-..Staff Judge Advocate ^ 

° ‘ || r 1* , ,The attached recoj^d ,of trial of the case of Hasami Kanno and Takeo 
^vV/atoiiabe, triedjat Yokohama,’"Japan, from 31 July 1947 to 8 August 1947, by'’ 
a -Milj-tary Commission appointed by paragraph 8, Special Orders No.. 168, 
,’Headq’Uarters Eighth Army, dated 21 July 1947, having,been referred to the 
Staff Judge Advocate, this review thereof is submitted to the Commanding 

'•^Gendrali^^ T^fV,?^ • ; ••••.• ••• • - ' 

•{> •" .i;’ ?• - ' 4 ft 


'l PerSonaL'Data Concerning Accused 
..'TT■•■.! •, J!v,% - ' “———— 1 


...„. T . 

^.RESIDENCE:' Ho. 21, South Sokida, 
Nagoso Town, Iawaki' Gun, Fukushiina 
. . Ken • 

V 'MARITAL' STATUS': 1 " Not shown " ‘M P* 
RELATIVES!r Not shown . ' ‘ 

.''.‘iEtt/OAlTMw fe-k fe ye a V s'- of P r ima r y Schbo 


8 years'-of Primary Schbol 
£ 8 1®gA|ff§N'i P'Nofc 5 Shown' 0 h-'<V 
MILITARY 'CAREERS None 


DATE OP CONFINEMENT; 17 April 1947 
.DATE OF ARRAIGNMENTS 31 July 1947 
PLACE OF TRIaL; Yokohama, Japan 
PERIOD OF TRIAL; 31 July 1947 to 
8 August 1947 

DATE OF SENTENCE: 8 August 1947 
SENTENCE: CHL for seven (7) years 
CLEMENCY .RECOMMENDED 'BY COMMISSION: 

No . t 5 


ViJjtfiKbJ'jsi'W •«!," 1 1 ~ "k .— 

w-rNAME:-'- Takod ’ Watariibc ' :V 

AUE: 39 ~ ! - v ; 

2' RESIDENCE: Nbt'>60 : Aza Harugata- 
Ninatsuka, Shinobu Gun, Fukushima 

:-'t ;aK#K 

STATUS:- Married: -, •> •- 

i/ PEllATlVES!':-'tifb,' i child 3 - 

EDUCATIONfi * 2 years-of - Primary School 
:V0CAT10Ni FactbryVLaborer '‘ I 

MILITARY CAREER: 1 July 1941 to 
March - 1943 ±•> >< .-n ! -. 

-.b-..-'' ■■ . •■■■ ' -: P. ■ : 


DATE OF CONFINEMENT: 22 July 1946. 
DATE OF ARRAIGNMENT: 31 July 1947 
PIACE OF' TRIAL: Yokohama, Japan’ 
PERIOD OF TRIAL: 31 July 1947 to 
8 August 1947 

DATE OF SENTENCE: 8 August 1947 
SENTENCE: CHL for ten (10) years 
CLEMENCY RECOMMENDED BY COiAilSSION: 
: No S' : 


2i Synopsis of Charges, Pleas, Findings and Legal Sufficiency: 

Pleas Findings 


Charges and Specifications : 

-V, j.i'V/i • -:V*5 Vf: 7 .' 

• kanno' . 


Legal 

Sufficiency 


.Charge:i .Accusodj i during a time of war 
.between the United'States of- America, 
its Allies and Dependencies, and Japan, 
did violate, the Laws and Customs of War. 


NG 


Yes 


. Sp Is . ..That, on numerous occasions 
. between 1 November 1944' and about 11 
2 ^January (1945, the accused did 'Willfully 
and,unlawfully mistreat and abuse 
i ’iSap'per 1 Albert Forth/' a Britieh- PriSbn- • 
Tver.: 4 of .War/: by beating him, 1 Aeh he was > 

‘..f we&R. ahd.sickj-.T-bhereby'cohtributing' 
.'/to'Jiis deatHv n- •'■'V.V'.T'i c‘ - • • 

i/P .v :,-.:;--: ■ 'ft's:■ :?NfV: r\■ 


NG . G ft- "Yes 

except-the words, "thereby 
contributing to the death," 
and of thd excepted words, ' 
Not Guilty. - - 
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Sp.2.t That in or about February 1946, KG 

the accuBod. did'willfully and unlawfully 
ml?tro'a.t .emdkabuso Reginald C. Biiling- 
: ton^a, BritiSh>:PriSoner- of ,j We(r;.iby?beat- 
ingCand-. kiefcing!)in< : ahd.!i)y. iiiaaqrsing.hin 

S^'! : 3i;(kThat[::te^e'ehri!®dyeater' , :l?a4':an'd r ng • • >. 

J SVAugitsb 19J.6jithO{aba#?dVdid:i«i!Bl'5,! ' ■ e 

f ully pud'; un lav.fuily ;.ni str oat and abuse a 

Hitft>l<£.G« Raiaeey, ah Australian Prisoner- h 

pffWa^^ijfei^ed^^gvhdm, iii-]k! ; .. ' .. ■ a 

■ dkb l 'X ] $'-■ ’:kMb.* ■■»■ 

•Spi.d'ivA-That.'iniipr.catbut.'Aprili.lG'lSi.ttha KG 

a.pp^dididvHd'ii^llyi'aad! imlawf.ully A : £.'■ w 

mis,t'irdat. tuid. abus8.T(,.'R, Smith, an 
Australian Prisoner of War, by beating 
him into insensibility. ■ .j-'i... 

kWVca':i’:3 I'i’viv C’ V::'-;';*' : ■'• ■■■. - j . /«T \> 

v dKJ* 'iy.’.'y .1- f -. : .- - - * , ■ ' 

Sp. 5: Thatcih or about April 1945, KG 

the accused did 1 jjijllf ully -and unlawfully ...; ;.i ; : 
mistreat ..and-abuse W.R, Smith, an .V. i- - 

Aus traliah" Pris one r'of’Warb'y'bea'tiiig.''"'.. 

and kicking .him, into unconsciousness. 

. • • •Viv Vsil ; c ■•:)> {-> 

Spkd;t’'k'aihB!t ;bnt7re'6n-'liHovdniber 1944 and KG 

i6;Augdst'kl9451 : .'the''aceuaedidid will- '■ 
f ully'/and : unlaWFuliy mistreat and abuse . /■■ " 

'Wiliiam 'PiiWdpfcjfon-Australian Prisoner 
•of War; by beating him. 

>’• - r > : " '■ iV * >:'••••• 

Spl^fslh^t vm-^gd v a^dut May 15, 1945, KG 

. thbxd'ibuted .did willfully and unlawfully 
tniSWaat'ad'dfabuBb if i3Pit ? er A. S. Hunt, an 

Au $@?i>jri99 "MagMX .fit. flbr, by beating.. ... 

him.:- ..- . • i ni* • " 

‘•'•fii'.i'.i-' ~y. • c v i 

Sp/HsiVlhat betWoon'1 November. 1944 and KG 

■ 15^ugfcjt* 1945^’ the accused did will- 

fuliyVarid unlawfully mis treat minerous 
American and'Allied Prisoners of War by 
beating and otherwise abusing thenn 

- ' ;.n; k- •<; i.•■',• ' •; •' ' ” ■ ■■■•'■•■ '■ 

Add Sp s.'i -That between 1 December 1944 NG 

ahdiJ.9 February 1945, the accused did 
willi'iiElyiond Unlawfully mistreat , 

H. F. Morgan, a siok British Prisoner 
of War, by beating and othorwise'abus'ihg ' 
hii, thereby contributing to his death 
on 19 February 1946. 


except '.the .words -."and, 
abusing and by beating 
him,", of the .exoepted 
words. Not Guilty. 


ViATAiiABB 

Charges Curing a time, of! war between 
the Wnited States of America, its Allies 
and Dependencies, and lapun,' did yioluto ■ 
the Laws and Customs of WAf.' ' ' J ' 

Sp it That in or about’ February. 1946, 
the accused did willfully and unlawfully 
mistreat Reginald Clifford. Billington,- 
a British Prisoner of War, by beating and 
kiokingrhlm' until he became unoonsoious, 
by bhbm&rglng’ him while unpons clous in a 
ton^c of water and by otherwise abusing him. 
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Sp 2; That between 17 March 1945 and 
30 August 1945, the accused did will¬ 
fully and unlawfully mistreat one 
^tkins, a British Prisoner of Vfar, by 
.beating and otherwise'a&Jsing him. ' 




(is amended," R ,79-a) v: 

(by : changing first lineijfrpm - 
"17 Mar'cK" to "17 March '1945" j 


3p 3: Tbat’in or about the early part 
of' 1945,- the’accused did willfully art! 
unlav;fuliy'nistfeat .and abuse Able 
Seaman Francis jf'MgGoverh, an Australian 
• Prisoner' ofi^ftr; by; beating. him, ..... 


Sp 4: That between 17 March 1943 and 30 
August 1945, the accused did willfully 
and unlawfully, mistreat,' torture, abuse 
and beat numerous Allied Prisoners of 

War.'. •' ■ v ■ • 4'i 


Add'S;) 1: That bdtV/een 1 December 1 1944 
and 19 February ’1545, the accused did 
willfully and'unlawfully riatreat H.F. 
Morgan, a sick British Prisoner'Of Viar, 
by beating-and'otherwise abusing him, 
thereby contributing to his death on 19 
February 1945'i *' 


0 Yes 

except the words, "thereby 
contributing to his death, 

19 February 1945"; of the 
excepted words, Not Guilty 


Add-Sp 2: That between 1 December 1944 
ahd 19 February 1945, the accused'did 
willfully and 'unlawfully mistreat H. M. 
Campbell, a sick Australian Prisoner of 
Vlar, by beafc-ing and otherwise abusing 
hi®, "thereby contributing to his death 
on-20 February 1945 


'/'Si: - SUmnidry- of the Evidence: 


For the Prosecution: 


The accused were civilian guards employed by the Shibaura Electric 
Where the -Prisoners of War from. Camp 11-D (I4-D) worked. Accused Kanno 
was known to prisonsrs as "Little fhibb.ei* Neck* 1- . There are nine photo’ identifi¬ 
cations of Karino and nine of Wdtanabd made by forcer Prisoners of War. prose- 
cution evidence is in the Torn of affidavits froin thirty-four - former Prisoners 
of War of. the gbove^camp and one live witness. 


Wtila the Commission rendered findings of Not Guilty of such portions of 
v^Eiqps specifications as alleged acts of the accused as .contributing to the 
deaths .of Paribus ..Prisoners of "&r j. references to beatings contributing to such 
deaths will be incorporated-herein as quotations'from. Prosecution 1 s affi¬ 
davits as relating to the intensity of such beatings. 
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secution witness Douvlas Gordon flyers, an Australian, 
testified that he was a Prisoner of "hr at Camp 11-D from about Sentadbor 

PubbJ^M Stli - e 1(Jentlfiscl ^nno, also known as Kando and "Little 

Rubber Neck to «U Prisoners of "ar, and -’ntena.be, as former civilian 

room S h l FJ -? ct ric “orks by pointing them out in the court 

f f u rn f Wh3 ^ 8 ln tholr performance of the duties with octagonal 
lu s five feet by two and one-half inches'.ma.de of cherry wood. Further 
extracts from his testimony wiU bo introduced under appropriate specifics- 
"Dions» : . _ ■ ~ — 


E’jfl.MO 


. . , • — - 'Specifife dtioji'-1 : Bosboom, in his affidavit dis¬ 

tinguishes Rubber Nook"' (Onodera) an*. Kondo; ''little Ruhber N 
saw the victim. P'-'. r Forth. m»n- ail- : i ... , . 


Nepk". He 


saw the victim PV’ Forth, m^t^ya' soVe^y imr.njr tMes in his . presence 
by Hondo by -aoatsin- with sticks and fists. 'He suffered such injury to his 


, ... -----— oiuit-juu auuu iiijurv 

hpalth through -hese maltreatments at the hands of Kondo and other ->uaxds 
that he died in January 1%5';•(& 3). "'.J.'Cook describes "Little Rubber¬ 
neck as "almost as bad as Onsdern'! -Lsecmpd to be anxious to emulate him. 
Forth was a' very quiet ;man v/ho sepncd-to'bo'.miehfcaiiy'affected by his'ex- 
penonoes in Japanese captivity add iwiS clumsy- in his work- (Ex 4). Harry 
Cooper identified'Kondo as a. junior'niard known'as "Little Rubber Neck". 

P 1 Forth was sick with dyseritery-and'was beaten, up on several occasions bv 
various guards including Kondo. Forth v/as unable to work as hard as other 
Prisoners of "ar and was beaten up daily. ,Fe complained in reneral of boinr 
dick and died .as a result, pf; such beatings (Ex 5). Billington refers to 
I,on..or, "Little Rubber Nock",- ared 17-13, five feet six inches tall, pro¬ 
nounced .squint, arid, as one .of the civilian guards responsible for beating 
up Forth who was ouzet ( and sufferin’’ from dysentery- and- malnutritions To- 
wards the end of 1944, Forth was beaten at least once a-week for two months 
(Ex 6). Owen Curtis: "Kondo was responsible for Forth's death" (Sx 7) 

R.J;'Katthews describes "Little Rubber Neck" about five feet one inch high 
and ;stoCky; cruel; was responsible for death of Forth bv beatings. "Little 
Rubber Meek" dppeared to'have a set oh Forth and at every possible opportun¬ 
ity, -he would bash him. ! )istin~uishos between "Little Rubber Mock" , and 
Onodera, "Rubber Nock" (Ex 23); "Forth was beaten one day with a stick by 
"Little Rubber Nock" so severely, at the same time suffering ju-jitsu throws 
at the hands of this sadist, that Forth died after bavin™ been in the sick 
bay for a week. Reason for maltreatment :as that Forth; ov.-in- 7 to' hiS weak— 
ness;'worked extremely slowly" . (Rhemrev, Ex 27) (Ex 29, 32, 34, 35). ~ r it- 
noss ’.i-yers testifies that one nornin", Forth ~qt a severe thrashing from 
Kanno. "'itness did not-see this bashin- but saw Forth at lunch and. his face 
was very badly bruised and. ha could hardly r alky went back to work, after 
lunch, where he received another bad beatinr in which Kanno was the 1 Slain 
offender after which Forth v/a.S helped back to camp and vent straight to bed. 
He never recovered from that Seatin'-. Kanno beat Forth before the day of 
severe beatings, vorryin'~ him with two or three punches or a slap with his 
stick for twoweeks (R 46 - 48 ). 


;s to Soocificatlon 2 : Mot Guilty, 


,s to Specification 3 : H, Ramsey, a former Prisoner of Ear, 
states, »I have been beaten by "him, "Little Rubber Neck", myself" (Ex 26). 
itnoss y'iyers testified Ramsey was badly beaten up one mornine by Kanno. 

He saw the start ofthe beatinr as a result of which Ramsey was in bed three 
da.y-s. (in his .own affidavit, Ramsey-states he was in bed three days as a 
Testilt of a heatin' from "Rubber Neck" Onodera). 


As. to Specification 4 ; P’7 "’illim Downs states that "little' 

Rubber Neck" ^unchod'the victim Smith, then beat him insensible with a heavy 


stick-for bashin ’ his shirt at the factory, ’"hen unconscious, Smith v.ts 
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P, 



dr-ngged -to ^isVfeot:.gd: a~4n.fe c gen unconscious. • -' 
by-.oth^r fjiexfts ’in ‘tfiis ; &er.'tihr'' (tx 11). 

fa/ratli state's., th^orly-in. April. 1945', .Wattle Sui-.bor'Kocld' Seat hin-lil 
over .his .bpd3r..vd.th- ^-■.s.ticlx,.five ; -feet two .inphos;. also bunched'him on 
the .. .dagte , apple* ■ This particular bashing topic piece "in the factory '(Ex 
3Qji' ' • • • * ■■” • 

.iS: : t'6; Specifier.tjpn j .-~ '-This 1 refers to another boatirfp 1 on 
the sane day of-’l’hc occurrence' set'forttf'in Specification 4 (Ex 11), Smith 
■states: After.'work was finished, on the same day (,’s referred to in Speci¬ 
fication^ g.bove), he wasAnjsj.n beaten by, Vlittle Rubber Neck 11 , knocked un¬ 
conscious.-with his fists, kicked, and then revived .With v/ater. 

. . As. to Specification & •■ ”. T ebh, the victim, states that bn 

one occasion;. "Little..kubber.■Weck'Jpheat. him with heavy blows at his face 
and neck arid then c allcd for other guards Who bea.t him severely (Ex 35). 

. ; .'.3. to Specification 7 : J, K. Dwfer: On '.fay 15, 1945, saw i 

JCondo known as - "Little Hu' ber Neck", end.-another "uardy bashing- Driver Hunt 
- with-a stick and; his fist, - Thpy, §truek Hunt many, times, across the face and 
■ beck .and both hia pyes ware blackened; and. his' face 'badly bruised ' (Ex 10). 

> - , ' ! it.ness -Miyers- was told by Hunt.,on the day of . the beatin* that Kamo and • 
-another, ruhrd .had beaten him-up .- .(p, 3<U. Hunt, 'states that about ’lay 1945, 
he received, his worst bashing at the hands of ka.nno .and tv-o other —uar ds ( r- 1.9j 

'■ : As to Specification 8 : . AtGuiltv. 

( y: is to Additional Specification : ' Hot Guilty. 

- .'(• . ' ’.f.T '.iiABE : ; ) - v "" : ' ' -- ' 

* i- lb to S pecification 1 : ' Billineton; In February 1945, 

’"atanabe- beat 'him..vatS a stick similar to a broom handle for' 'having his 
hands in his pockets until thc-stick broke on his back; he was hit’ on his* 
head and back and kicked, whilst on the floor and beaten until'unconscious, 
then held in: a;water tank; head downwards to. revive.him after which ha was 
a 11 owed to o back.on paTg.de,^ He was not able to-eat properly‘for’Over a. 
week-and still,suffers; scvere?h,eadaches from that beating’ ’ (Ex. 6). Dwyer: 
Towards the end of .April. 194$,. saw ’"p.tnnabe and other -uards beat Stllinyton. 
They threw him'to the around, kicked him'in the back, hit'.him with sticks 
ant? maltreated him until he.lost consciousness and they then flung, him ' 

Into 'a t.ub of.col-i water.until he. became conscious,. Billington's fb.ee.and ■ 
-back were terribly 'iruised.-and. swollen (Ex -10)» Durin- the summer of 1945, 
Bill'dnaton-.v,ns. accused by -.at-anabe of smoking* and. severely'beater^ after 
which' time, ''Jatanabe .made it ;.r: practice to heat Billi.ngton on the slightest 
pretext. On one occasion, ~ T a.fan?.be' and another guard beat Billington sense¬ 
less and threw him into a tub ’of water to revive him after which' he"was 
■beaten-again (ifooren, Ex 1'6), y \ R, Smith: Approximately March 1945, V'-it- 

nessedr"'atanabe severely,'.ill—treat .Billington in factory, .mess hut after 
completion' of' v/ork^..He-punched him severely until he lost consciousness 
and"with assistance of another, ruard, up-ended him into .a. tank of writer, 

' almost-' dr'owninp him, Billington was.then pulled out,, severely bashed and 
held udder* hater, again: by Watapabe. , After recovering consciousness the 
second-time,■ a'a-tanabe knocked'him unconscious and left him ,on the ground (Ex 30) 
(Ex 3i 5 i 1'4V-15, 20, il,^23, 29), ,'"itness Hiyer.s testified that one 

night after.work;in-the mess- hut," he..sawfatanabe participate in the 
beating of Billington;..’ Ifeillihgtori was knocked- to* the -round with sticks 
and was kicked unconscious- and thrown into a vat of water until he revived — 
nearly'-drowned; ''pulied-6u{>, b'ealen ’-strain. and knocked unconscious, then '. 
thrown into the vat of water and. sent back tp the lines. This was the - 
.'worst bashin- wiiness-sversav.' in a prison c amp. n illirrton's face was .just 
•a -fillip-and for days,• • hotc ouldn<tes£'.fad-h^s. whole-body was bruishod. 


(r 
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During' the beatinc, “’atanabe. picked BiHington up off floor and placed him 
in-the tub and held him under water about a minute and a half (1 35-37). 

"As: to Specifi c ation 2: Not Guilty. . 

: As t o S pecification 3 : In April 1945* vfetanabe caught a 
sailor from the' "Perch" urinating in a secluded spot and commenced to bash 
him with a stick/ Fe knocked the-man down, then bashed him for five.-to 
ten minutes. Dwyer saw this incident . (Sc 10). Downs: Early in 1945, 
an Australian soldier named McGovern was brutally beaten by a civilian 
guard named h'atanabe.' (Ex 11). Hubbard: "‘atanabe was a civilian escbrt 
and particularly brutai. On one occasion, he beat McCubbin unmercifully 
jSUtBi’de the steel works for urinating. (Ex 18). V'ltness Uiysrs was told 
of the besting-of McGovern that night by a P’*’. Petty Officer Dunkin. His 
face-was badly battered, (R 32) ,• • .• . 

is to Specification 4 :- Higgins:. Vfetanabe used "ju-jitsen" 
on Prisoners of "/pr during lunch hours for doing something wrong. St pork. v - 
Saw accused brutally assault Regan in the works canteen (Ex 13)i Hyde: 

■Yatahabe and' Kendo punished Prisoners of "’hr. regularly and..."picked their 
own’meat "•/ -If anything, they were more sadistic thaii '-'Rubber {ieclc" (Ex 
17)* Mat thews: On one occasion, "fe.tanp.be beat him with his. fist for about . 

,#wenty minutes. At that time, .he was sick with malaria and had asked per- 
mi-ssion.to stop work. Practically every day., some P’T would: suffer from a 
beating by 'Vatanabe (Ex. 23), Mavne: “fetanabe was a'brutal, type.snc'. 
would bash prisoners frequently. On about March 1945, sav; him beat PS 
Heywood unmercifully about; bis face and'head, rendering him semiconscious 
(Ex 24)*. ..Ramsey: Vfetanabe, quite often?. would show'other'guards how a 
beating'should -be- administered. Once, “fetanabe saw a FVI lying in a hand- 
cart being brought home-from work-. On being told there was something vncong 
with the man [s stomach, “fetanabe unaercifvtlly drove his s tick into .the 
FT's stomach.. On the vay- to and from work each day, he would,bash end 
kick PT"s and .appeared to*"derive great'enjoyment from the suffering he 
caused (Ex 26) (Ex-3, 8,14;28, 31, 34). ‘‘‘itness Fivers srw Pffs Lukes and 
Brooks severely beaten by vfeta'habe, "Tfetanabe punched Lukes until he fell 
to the ground and beat Brooks similarly, they could hardly walk back to 
camp. Lukes could not eat that bight and Brooks) face was-cut so he could, 
hardly be recognized. This'occurred in January or February 1945 (R 27). 

Vfetanabe participated in the beating of Dutch P’T No. 11? until he was un¬ 
conscious. He kifeked him in the 'face and revived him vdth a bucket of 
water, beat him again and another‘bucket of .watfer was thrown over, him.' 

His face was unrecognizable and blood poured from ity He had to walk back 
to esmp in the "cold end the water froze on his ^LotheS,. About February 
.1945, Vfetanabe participated in the-beating of r Dutchman named Bubbles one 
afternoon in the factory, with sticks and clubs and fists fpr ten minutes, 
leaving his face and ba.ck'very badly bruised. Saw Fra.nk Lawrence beaten 
in February or March 1945. by vfetanabe and another guard with clubs and fists 
and kicked in the face by Vfetanabe when he fell down, Lawrence worked, 
alongside of Miyers-who' testified .that this beating lasted three or four 
minutes and was given for no a.pparent rea.son (R 31, 32). Vlitness was 
told by other Prisoners of ‘,'ar that accused participated in. beatings of 
BY Hunt. On one-occasion Suit told the witness he was beaten, by Watenabe 
and another guard (R 39.). ’ 

" As to additional Specification 1 : Horren: ‘Yatanabe 
participated in beatinrs'of Morgan that in the affiant's opinion caused 
his death. Morgan Was beate'h until he had delusions about two stomachs 
and refused to eat (Ex 16), "fitness Miyers testified that he saw ‘Yatanabe 
participate in pushing and be.eting Morgan everyday for no provocation. One 
day, vfetanabe and another guard beat Morgan for being empty handed at the 
moment, Morgan'was knocked, down and the severe beating Continued for ,. 
fifteen minutes. Two Prisoners of War carried him.to the mess hall and he 
was taken back to camp"on the mess c.art. After this beating; Morgan couldn't 
taLk sanely and recognized no one. His bed mate, Billington, told Miyers 
' that even he wasn't recognized by Morgan after that beating (R 45 A 46), - 
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■° ! -%;i Accused ; r a_snmi Eanno^qp^bh.e''stand and after having been 

advised ofJ^S/plghta as a vatnessy testified on his own behalf (R 87 ). 

He. started:.:^br^ing ;at- tHb -.-ShibaAirai-KLectri^Company dn'November 1944 and 
itas then 172 ; years old* He does riot know Forth (Kanno, Spcecification l)f 
^eyeife Struve:him?(HanriQ,■ Soecification 2)5 does not 
kric^ IftfpnO/^Specificatibri ±3) y Snith (Kanno, : .Specifications ‘ 4 and. 5.) 

Priori. J^b (Ka^rit^;Specification .£); 'know3^Hunt.X^cLnno^ Specification 7} 

■ PfotahabS, Specification 4)> whom'-he. never, slapped or beat but to whom he 
gave cigarettes* at^ ’yiraes. Be* struck tv.^ / or three Prisoners-of "’^r at 
.various times; -.one'/.‘for- walking in front.of military guards with,-*hmds in 
his pockets arid:on instructions from. th*e .guard Kanno slapped him a couple 
of. ti^fes — just; once — with, open .hand'* He also slapped a Prisoner of ‘for 
once for stealing oil from the company.and another Prisoner of ?/ar v;ho 
stoic biscuits at the PY T Camp* Fie* doe,s-not. know the names of these three 
Prisoners of T %r-. He recalls pushing a PW ;by his chest with his hand 
because .the prisoner did not work /well* . Once,- the camp commanding officer, 

>* Tanaka", told him to strike- four'PW*s in connection with .biscuit stealing. 

He, Kanno, slapped, the first: two, once each on the cheek with his open hand 
and slipped the third on the shoulder>‘buh.h.e-did not warit to hit any-'more 

• FW*s so he-did not hit the fourth* •, On.examination by the-Commission, 
accused stated there was another .guard named .Yoshi ji Kanno’ employed by the 
company but he waD not in his group s (R . 90 ). 

The accused Takeo ^fotanabe being advised of his rights as a 
witness took the stand a nd t estified 'on his * own behalf (R 90)* He was a 
civilian guard at Shibaura iaectric ’’Company: from about,August 1944 to 
August 1945. He was'never-inythe same guard-,group as Kanno* Ke knows 
•Billington (Yfotanabe, Specification-l) and...recalls that on one occasion-in 
-March or April,. 1945 Billington. left the ; . job and when he returned, %tanabe 
cautioned him. Billington did not,stand at attention so Watanabe pushed 
him. At that time, superior private Fujita took him by his legs. Billington 
had put his hand on the edge .of a' tank of water and because Fujita had taken 
him by his legs, he fell in the tank when T ~atanabe pushed him (R 94)* He 
did hot strike Billington and cannot recall whether Fujita beat him at that 
time, Vfotanabe suggested that Billington borrow, clothes from his friends 
,.but he said ke was all. right as he was* Aside from pushing billington, he 
.struck a--Prisoner , of T '. r e.r only once and that was in a weak manner with his 
.open left. hand f or .talking with a* Japanese boy in the factory against regula¬ 
tions and after .a warning. He does not recall any of' the be&tin.gs related 

. in- the .testimony of witness .Mlyers* -(Specification^ 4, ” r atanabe) On ex¬ 
amination by. the Commission, he stated that the tyro Ka.nnos do not look 
alike .at all. Further, that Billington fell into the tank after he had 

• eaten his noodles and came out of the tank alone. (R 100). 

fitness Yoshiji .Kanno took the stand and^stated that he was 
27 years old and worked at the.Shibaura Factory .as a civilian.guard from 
March. 1944. to August 1945- He was never in the same group with either . 
accused and never saw any civilian guard striking Prisoners of "for* (R 100). 
Defense witness Iku Seki (R 103) testified that .he was the group lender of 
the group in whicih accused, f/atanabe worked and that accused Kanno never 
worked in his group (Also Ex B), Defense witness Toshinosuke' Endo (R 107) 
was. the. guard chief of the group in which accused Kanno was a member (also 
Ex J). "* . 

* Defense introduced affidavit of Atkins (Ex C); questionnaire 
= signed by Atkins (Ex^D);. statement, of H, G, Gubbels (Ex E), as negative b 
. testimony in that these former. Prisoner of War' do not refer to having received 
any‘beatings themselves-, in sue haf.fi davits,_ 

■ 1 4 . * Exhibits F and - G. statements of Captain Smits- who was the 

Commanding Officer among the Prisoners of War, state t,hat Forth v. r as the . 
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object of : maltreatments in the factory until ell .desire to.live died in him. 
Billm^ton vms ■n^ltrented ro^ulerljflri'fBd.'.feotdVy, usuallybecauso of saokin- 
r.t prohibited titles end pieces.. He‘ does hot n-me either of the -•’ccuscd as 
participnnts in mritrorfateftts^ • ■ 

' " "i Defense Exhibit A is a signal introduced at tine of trirl 

therein Charlie Harlow, former mfcdiccl ordorcly at Cram 11-D. states that 
Forth (Knnno, Specification 1) suffered from wst beri-beri and died i n 
December,1944 .with an; attack of 'typhoid fevef: No severe beating ’-ere - 
permitted:at the camp. Ep.rlow'saffidnvits (Ex H. K) contain Similar 
statements. . , ■ . .. t -— 




.Vffid.p.vit of Johannes Brouwer, Dutch doctor: There was a Trent 
deel.of-beating .durin'’ the v/ork; mal treatments on nor ode with applications 
of jiu-jitsur Neither of the pc cased are-mentioned as participants (Sx I). 


- : Harry. Fines states in his affidavit (Ex l) that. "Onade.Ua" 

(Onodera) selected his victims iron the (conker'Prisoners of hr-, Fort' 1 was 
beaten on -the slightest excuse; because he was either a-foal or lazvi H 0 ~ 
vras. beaten by Onodera-daily hud eventually died in January-1945. Other mal- 
■ treatments related in the affidavit do not mention, either accused as partici¬ 
pants in natreatyents. Similarly, -the affidavit- of H. A* Spink (Kx .’f)‘refers 
to "Ornadella" and It. Tanaka and to .beatings by -uards but aaJces no reference 
to either of accused. 


■ ..'Exhibit H.-’.. Defense introduced affidavit of D. J. Mi-rors taken 

in (Melbourne, Australia,, on October 23, 1946,. to discredit the testimony 
given.; by- him as ■ prosecution 'witness. In, that affidavit, Myers refers only 
to the 1?anting,.of Millington in February 1945 by .the accused; to the point 
that nillinaton lost- consciousness, was dropped into a vat of 'icy cold water 
and (held under until hc. rovived and then was br.shqd.-.a.aMm, ’ I., this, affi¬ 
davit, ‘Myers made.no reference to any of the other beatings related in his 
testimony. : ' ; 


4. Opinion :. . 

The Commission was constituted by proper authority and had jurisdic¬ 
tion over the actused and of the offenses alleged. There is no evidence that 
accused were not sane at the. time of the commission of the alleged acts .-and. 
and a.t the tine of the trial i. The a.ccused were-given a fa,ir trial and re¬ 
presented by;competent counsel and.-took the stand and testified in their 
own behalf , ■ Fo rulin'' of the Commission was prejudicial to -the substantial 
rights of the accused. •. . ,• ... 


The record is legally sufficient to support the findings of the 
Commission" with thb exception of .the finding of Guilty on Specification 3 
against accused: Kanno bavin" to do frith' P". r - Harold G, Ramsey, "ith respect 
to this, finding. Specification 3, Kantio,•• charges the accused "did .willfully 
and? unlawfully mistreat and abuse Ramsey, by boatin' him." The finding is 
"Guilty,' except .the cords, ’and abusin' and. by heatin' him 1 , of the'excepted 
words. Not Guilty." 3p deletin' all reference to. abuse and beating, the - 
Commission’ emasculated the allegations contained in the Specification and. 
removed the gravamen of the offense, "An accused, is acquitted; of all material 
allocations which are excepted by. a. court in its findings" • (Di ost of 0- 
pinions., 1912-1940, See 454 ( 6) Par 343 )'."’ The only evidence introduced . 
pertains to beatings. The'victim Ramsey, in his affidavit, simply states 
"I have been bee.ten by him, .'Little Rubber Peek, 1 myself" (Ex 26). Prosocuticn 
witness Myers testified: iR’amsby was badly- beaten up, one morning by -Kamo and 
was in bed three days (R 61, 62), This is clearly p.> nis-idehtifica.tion on 
the part of Myers because-in his own aff idr vity* RanSfey states that the 
beating that caused him to' remain’ in bed three days ivds-given him.by anothor 
gua.rd, /'Rubber -Neele", Orioder?..* (Ex 26). .Further,' the Specification has not 

. .. t . ... * . ^ 
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been modified to a losser incited offense by deletin'-: the words "abuse" 
. and Vbbntinf" ’ ut has been enl.irn’ed in scope" to include any .manner or 
•method, of misitreataent'. 


The Defense Petition to Set Aside Findings end edify the Sentences 
has been carefully rqdddahd.considered. The er-uments' advanced in the 
'roaorrndum Brief, on tack of' Jurisdiction have been passed upon so many 
times by tleviewihc! Authorities that'thdy nabd not be commented uoorf'hcrc 
(Ca.se Dockets ‘f 84 Fr.rudru, 124 Kate, 356 Oke.moto). 


5. Re coamendr.ti-'^s: 


Mo.requests for clemency have been submitted other than the 
Petition submitted by Defense. Counsel referred to above. The sentences 
are legal and are not considered excessive. The Commission sentenced 
accused Vasani Ka.nno to confinement a.t hard labor for seven ( 7 ) years 
and accused Takes "atana.be to confinement at hard, labor for ten (10) roars. 
It is roco.mmonded'that the sentences be approved. 


/ In compliance■ vith present policy, due to the length of time 

accused have been in confinement, it is further recommended that in the 
case of Hasarai Fanno one-half.'( 5 ) month of the sentence be r omitted; and 
in the case of Ta.kep “atanabe, nine and one-half (9j) -months of the sentence 
bo remitted. . ; ' 


... Suramo Prison, Tokyo, Honshu, Japan, is the appropriate place of 
confinement. . 


6. ’.ction: 


Forms of action designed to carry those recommendations into 
effect, is attached. . 


L”'RENCE E. JOHNSON 
Lt. Col. Inf 
Reviewer 

Judge idvocate^Soction 


I concur.in general. 


ALLAN R. BROWSE 
Lt Colonel JAGC 
Army Judge Advocate 
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